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REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTES 

Vocational education. — The problems of vocational education have brought 
out many discussions which are often confusing because of their lack of agree- 
ment and the diversity of their claims. There has been a need for a compre- 
hensive treatment of the subject which would gather up the various points of 
view and give a scientific evaluation of the general problem in relation to the 
entire field of education. President Hill has attempted to do this in a some- 
what encyclopedic treatment 1 of the whole field of vocational education. 
The scope of the book is well expressed in a paragraph from the Preface: 

The aim of our undertaking, which has been steadily to furnish an introduction 
to the study of the vocational aspects of public education, has forced us to make the 
book one of considerable scope. We are supposing that the reader will be interested 
in obtaining a bird's-eye view of the relation of public education to democracy, of the 
auspices of vocational education in its historical development, of recent federal legislation, 
of those aspects of education called agricultural, industrial and trade, commercial, 
and of the vocational education pertaining to girls and women. We deem it of especial 
importance to point out the significant facts and principles which are exhibited in 
the contemporary movements for the application of the research method in behalf of both 
our schools and industry. This movement is developing rapidly and although we 
believe that we have set forth the most significant points of interest and the literature 
of the subject, nevertheless, this chapter of the book must be regarded strictly in the 
light of an introduction to a vast and important field. The same reservation is of 
course made in writing upon the different topics of applied psychology [p. xi]. 

President Hill makes an elaborate attempt to give vocational education 
its proper setting and to harmonize its program with that of general education. 
He attacks the question of single or divided organization and states his position 
with clearness: 

It has yet to be demonstrated anywhere in the world that, in the education of an 
individual, specialized vocational education can be divorced safely and permanently 
from general and liberal education. There are hours, weeks, semesters, years, during 
which one's attention must be exclusively centered upon the acquisition of specific 
skill and practical knowledge — but during the active years of every human being under 
democracy, there must be provided ready access to the choicest fruits of general and 
of liberal education [p. 38]. 

1 David Spence Hill, Introduction to Vocational Education. New York: Mac- 
millan Co., 1920. Pp. xvii+483. 
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Speaking later in regard to which schools should teach vocations, he says : 
Neither the women nor the men in academic high schools as a rule are prepared 
by training and contact with industries to teach boys the specialized dexterity and 
knowledge necessary in common skilled occupations. Shall we then erect separate, 
distinct, vocational schools under public control ? It is to be admitted that in some 
instances this step is necessary in order to achieve the objects desired, although even 
in separate schools the individual cannot be permanently separated from opportunity 
for general and liberal education. As we have indicated (page 38) there cannot be 
a safe divorcement in the lifetime of an individual between general and liberal, and 
specialized vocational education under a democracy. Obviously, new types of 
teachers, new processes, and productive shops will be needed in public high schools, 
if the divorcement is to be avoided [p. 140]. 

One section of the book gives a careful review of the development of fed- 
eral participation in vocational education, including a critical discussion of the 
Smith-Hughes Act. Another section, consisting of five chapters, undertakes 
a detailed consideration of the school problems in vocational courses in agricul- 
ture, mechanical and trade industries, commerce, and home economics. The 
concrete character of these chapters makes them of especial value to the school 
administrator and to students seeking to become familiar with the organization 
of vocational courses. 

The book is well organized for use as a textbook. Each chapter is clearly 
outlined and is followed by a summary of important conclusions. Excellent 
bibliographies are furnished throughout. At the close of every chapter a 
series of carefully prepared exercises is given to stimulate further thinking. 
Numerous tables and graphs are used. The book is well adapted for use as 
a basic text in introductory courses in vocational education. 



Reconstruction of school curricula. — The school curriculum has been the 
focal point for much of the current criticism of education. A demand has 
come from many sources for less formality and more vitality in the course of 
study. Departments of education in many schools throughout the country 
are devoting much time to research in this field. Professor Meriam, who has 
been experimenting for a number of years with a reformed curriculum in the 
University of Missouri Elementary School, has written a book 1 in which he 
attacks the whole problem of curriculum-making. 

The point of view and the aim of the volume are well expressed by the 
author when, in speaking of the usual means of changing the curriculum, he 
says: 

All of the changes indicated are but a sort of patchwork. Omissions are made 
where the curriculum becomes crowded. Enrichment is suggested where the work 
seems barren. Motivation through the introduction of really vital subject-matter 
is attempted where the usual work does not appeal. The practical is introduced where 

1 Junius L. Meriam, Child Life and the Curriculum. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New 
York: World Book Co., 1920. Pp. xii+538. $3.60. 



